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(11 Dec 2020, UK) Hongkongers in Britain (HKB) has today released the publication of the 
result findings and recommendations of its first research project: a policy study on Hong 
Kong’s BN(O) holders and their partners/families who are considering to emigrate to the 
UK.  
 
Since the UK government’s announcement in July 2020 to offer all BN(O) holders a path to 
settlement and British Citizenship through a new BN(O) Visa Scheme from January 2021, 
this is the first ever in-depth policy study conducted by a civil society organisation outside 
Hong Kong gathering information and data on this topic, since the implementation of the 
National Security Law in Hong Kong.  
 
Five broad areas were identified and reported from the study: how many Hongkongers are 
considering emigration to the UK and when, whether and when they will apply for the BN(O) 
Visa Scheme, their preparedness and concerns in transiting to the UK life, vulnerabilities in 
connection to Hong Kong protests, as well as their personal profiles/demographics.  A 
questionnaire survey was designed by HKB, and data was collected between 2 September 
and 1 October 2020.  The research report also presents potential solutions and policy 
suggestions/recommendations to the UK government. 
 
The aim of this policy study is to therefore fill in gaps in the data needed for the smooth 
implementation of the BN(O) Visa scheme, and to recommend the Home Office to provide 
adequate support for these prospective Hong Kong emigrants, allowing them to better settle 
and integrate into the UK society upon their arrival. 
 
“HKB is proud and delighted to present the results of this policy study, which is entirely 
non-funded and produced by a team of dedicated volunteers.” says Simon Cheng, 
Chairperson of HKB. “HKB is dedicated towards enhancing Hongkongers’ engagement in 



UK’s public affairs, not only in domestic policies, but also across different levels and sectors 
of UK society.  HKB aims to continue working in the interest of both prospective Hong Kong 
emigrants to the UK and those who are already in the UK, as well as the British general 
public, to communicate the spirit of Hong Kong in the UK.”  
 
Julian Chan, Head of Public Affairs at HKB, added: “With events in Hong Kong since 2019, 
it is perhaps with little surprise that a very significant amount of Hongkongers are 
contemplating emigration to the UK soon. Our statistics and findings reflect this trend. This 
policy study aimed to gather voices that otherwise may not be heard, reflecting their plans, 
concerns and suggestions about emigrating to the UK. We hope that the data and 
recommendations provided formulate a strong case that would be taken into genuine 
consideration by the Home Office for action." 
 
About Hongkongers in Britain: 
 
Hongkongers in Britain (HKB) was established in July 2020, and is a registered organisation 
in the UK (Company No. 12726075).  Its primary objective is to serve as a community for 
Hongkongers in the UK, offering a platform for Hongkongers to support each other, 
enabling them to rebuild their lives and integrate into the UK.  In brief, HKB is: 
 

• A medium between Hongkongers and local communities in the UK 
• A forum to allow people to create connection 
• A platform to inspire activities socially, culturally and economically 
• A British community for Hongkongers 

 
HKB is uniquely positioned to help conduct this research project.  With a network of over 
9000 followers on Facebook, dedicated Telegram Channel, discussion group and Twitter 
page, combined with a well-established network from partner organisation “Britons in Hong 
Kong”, HKB is able to reach out to a large audience, especially of the younger generation, 
that may be otherwise difficult to reach via public/official means, and to collect data, 
information, and suggestions from Hong Kong residents who are considering to emigrate to 
the UK.   
 
 
Full Report link for download: 
 
https://www.hongkongers.org.uk/policy-study-coming-for-hope  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Project Results Key Findings and Recommendations in Infographics: 
 

 



 



 


